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	Organisation Name: Participatory Ecological Land Use Management (PELUM) Uganda
Contact  Adress: Plot 67, Kira road, Kamwokya P.O.Box, 35804, Kampala 
Telephone: +256 414 533 937
Email: pelumuganda@utlonline.co.ug,   pelumuganda@yahoo.com     
Goal: 
Purpose: 

Background
PELUM Uganda is a network of non governmental organizations in Uganda that have chosen to work together to improve the livelihoods of their partners in rural communities. PELUM Uganda builds the capacity of its members so that they are better able to provide relevant and quality services to partners in the community. Through participatory and gender responsive training, research and networking. PELUM Uganda promotes food security, natural resources management and use of indigenous knowledge. The network also facilitates experimental learning through exposure visits, topical dialogue and debate at national and regional level. 
PELUM Uganda is affiliated to PELUM Association, a regional network of over 200 civil society organizations in 10 countries in East, Central and Southern Africa working in the area of Participatory ecological land use management. 
Priority issues addressed by your organisation  are;

1. Land, Environment, Climate Change & Sustainable Agriculture
2. Trade and Marketing
3. Advocacy and research 
4. HIV/AIDS and Gender mainstreaming
Organisational values:
Vision: Empowered and gender responsive communities sustainably utilizing their natural resources for improved livelihoods.

Mission: To build the capacity of MOs, in providing quality ecological land use services, through training, networking, research, advocacy, and participatory approaches.



	Please describe what development issues the organisation is dealing with


	PELUM Uganda promotes sustainable development through ecologically oriented natural resource management. More than 75% of Ugandas’ population directly depends on land resources for their livelihoods through economic activities like agriculuture which as a backbone of Uganda’s economy contributing more 35% of national GDP. However, these life support systems have been heavily degraded by their beneficiaries which reflects a gap between utilisation and preservation of  natural resources hence a threat to core principals of sustainable developement. 
PELUM Uganda builds the capacity capacity of its members working directly with community partners to address these gaps through participatory, research driven, community led, HIV/AIDS and gender responsive, developemnt interventions geared towards improving livelihoods of rural communities. 

	Please describe what Human Rights issues the organisation is dealing with


	1. Equal rights to access/control land and its resources among all community members irrespective of gender, ethinicty, disability or any other sort of marginalisation.
2. Land insecurity in all the 4 land tenures in Uganda.

3. Limited involvement of  small scale farmers and other community members in the national budgeting and planning process.
4. Marginalisation of small scale farmers despite their 95% contribution to food production and national food security.

5. Unfavourable regional and international trade policies and agreements (e.g. EPAs) that expose small scale farmers to unfavourable competition from highly susbsidised products from developed countries. 

	Please describe how do human rights and development issues intersect in your work?


	Right to access or own land greatly impacts natural resource management hence leading to environmental degradation. For example, on average women spend more time in farms than men but are not entitled to own land or make decissions in some societies leading to poor management. Land insecurities in some tenures e.g Mailo also accelerates land degradation since tenants cannot practice sustainable practices like agroforestry since the future is uncertain.

Despite tremendous achievements in promoting sustainable agriculture in Uganda, one notable challenge is the unfavorable policy environment that smallholder farmers operate and therefore need to be addressed hand in hand. 


	Please describe who is your constituency, your target group?


	PELUM Uganda is comprised of 30 civil society organisations in the area of ecological land use management, both international and national which form the country working group.

The major target group for PELUM Uganda is small scale farmers and rural communities in general. 

	Please describe how does your work impact on development?


	PELUM Uganda promotes sustainable utilisation of natural resources including land to bring improved and sustained livelihoods that are food secure and living in harmony with natural resources.
PELUM Uganda also engages in policy advocacy against unfavorable policy/ practice to bring about a fovorable policy environment for smallholder farmers and other marginalised groups.

	Please describe how do you think Development NGOS from Central and eastern Europe could work with you addressing the issues you are working on?


	They can partner with PELUM Uganda by funding several project ideas under the PELUM strategic plan/ result areas.
Through networking and information sharing     











